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Connections to Students and Families  

One of the most important things that I will do before the school year even starts is send a 

letter home to parents. This letter is one way that I will be able to introduce myself to the 

students and their parents as well as start a healthy relationship with them. Appendix D has more 

information about this letter that I am planning on sending out. Another thing that I will do to 

encourage connections between parents and myself is provide contact information such as my 

work phone number and my school email. I also want to make a point of having open 

communication with the parents about their child’s weekly progress. My plan is to send home 

weekly progress reports of the student’s behaviors and successes at the end of the week. More 

information about the weekly progress reports can be found in Appendix E. I also plan on 

sending home a monthly newsletter to families. This newsletter will consist of information that is 

important for the month such as homework, dates and events. This newsletter will serve as a 

direct line of communication between the families in my classroom and me. In an effort to keep a 

higher level of organization in my classroom, I will have homework folders. The homework 

folders are where I would send home the newsletters and then behavior reports. See Appendix G 

for more on the homework folders procedures.  

One of the ways that I will create meaningful relationships with my students is by 

greeting them in a unique way every morning. The student can choose whether they want to be 

greeted with a high five, hug, handshake, or a simple wave. This practice ensures that all students 

hear their name spoken with warmth and respect. It allows the students to feel seen and helps 

them to know that I care about them. Another way that I will create connections with the students 

is by providing them with choices. By having choices, they can feel like their opinion matters 

and by abiding by their choices, they will know that I value their opinions. A strategy that I will 
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use with my students is to always choose to like them. Even my most difficult students, I will 

choose to like. This practice is one of the radical ways we can transform our students.  

What Ifs?  

 Because I acknowledge that no classroom is perfect, I need to be prepared for any 

situation. There are many “What ifs?” that can happen and having a list of consequences is 

something that can help me prepare to deal with the consequences. The students help me come 

up with the consequences in my classroom and the classroom promises so that they are aware of 

everything that can happen if they break the rules. My classroom philosophy is partially focused 

on the principles of Love & Logic so any problems that occur throughout the day we can look 

back on the classroom promises and consequences in order to handle the situations. This will 

help the student to take responsibility for their actions. If I have students who are struggling with 

any of my classroom procedures, I will reassess the procedures to find something that works for 

everyone while also staying in line with what I expect for my classroom. A major focus for me 

personally will be professional development courses. It is my duty to the students to stay on top 

of current strategies and curriculum practices. Another important thing for me to work on is 

“With-it-ness”. It is important for me to be able to handle situations that occur and try to predict 

things that I can hopefully prevent.  
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Appendix A: Classroom Promises  

 Our classroom promises will serve as our guidelines for behavior and attitude in the 

classroom. I want the students to be able to take ownership for their actions, so I think it is 

beneficial to have them help create expectations. This is something we will do on our first day of 

class together. It is my goal to help my students keep these guidelines short, simple, and 

respectful. The classroom promises will then be signed by all the students and posted on the wall 

to help keep each student accountable. To prepare for future conversations with parents, a copy 

of the classroom promises will also be sent home. In an effort to create a strong but healthy 
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relationship with my students I will use the word promises instead of rules so that there is no 

negative connotation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix B:  

 One of the main aspects of my classroom philosophy is recognizing that each of my 

students are unique and wonderfully made. This means that I need to recognize each of their 

individual strengths and weaknesses. This bell work assignment will be one of the many things I 

do to get a better sense of my students’ self-concepts. I also believe that this worksheet will help 

me to get to know my students and overall create a better relationship with them. 
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Appendix C: Classroom Jobs 

 In order to create a sense of community in my classroom, I am going to have classroom 

jobs. This requires that each student takes responsibility for a classroom task throughout the 

week. In order to provide my students choices, they will be able to help me decide how we rotate 

the jobs and they will even have say in which jobs we need in the classroom.  
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Appendix D: Letter to Home 

 In order to introduce myself to my new students and their families, I will be sending 

home a letter before school. This letter will consist of an introduction, contact information, a 

short classroom philosophy, and expectations for the first day of school. This letter will help 

create a sense of community in my classroom as well as provide the parents in the classroom a 

chance to get to know me. Attached to this letter I will also provide a list of the school supplies 

that the students need to get before school starts. This helps them to be prepared about what to 

expect for the school year.  
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Appendix E: Weekly 

Progress Reports 
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 Weekly progress reports are something that I hope creates a connection between the 

parents, the student, and myself. Not only does this progress report provide documentation for 

parents about their students’ behaviors but it also helps keep the students responsible for their 

actions. Weekly progress reports can also be used to encourage them to handle the consequences 

of their actions. However, I also want to use these reports to show parents their students’ success 

in the classroom. Each of my students will be different and these reports will help me to 

celebrate each of their successes with them. The progress reports can have sections to fill out by 

myself and by the students on their own behavior.  

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix F: Seating Charts  
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 Because I want the environment of my classroom to feel like a warm and welcoming 

community, I want my students to be able to work together. In order to do so, I plan on having 

the desks be together in small groups or to have tables for my students (it depends on what my 

school can provide). I want them to be close enough to share their ideas and bounce them off of 

each other. I also want to offer my students flexible seating. I want them to feel comfortable in 

the classroom and one way to do that is to help them find a seat that they work best in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix G: Homework Folders 
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 Homework folders are one way that I will help keep my classroom and my students 

organized. In these folders, I will have both sides labeled. One will be “Homework” and the 

other will be “Keep for Home”. At the beginning of the school year, I will explain to both parents 

and the students that things placed in the homework side of the folder will be the students’ 

responsibility to complete. This is also where I will put the progress reports and the newsletters 

for the parents on the “Keep for Home”.  Students will take responsibility for their folders each 

day by bringing them to and from school. In order to help keep their folders and our classroom 

organized, I will have a place available for their folders to be put each day. I will also provide a 

space they can go to grab papers or things they missed if they were absent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix H: Classroom Organization  
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 One of the most important things I can do for my students is to be prepared for the 

unexpected. If I need a substitute teacher to come into my classroom, I need to make sure that I 

am prepared for them. One way that I can do this is to provide everything they need in one easy 

to find location. This will be the “Sub Tub”. The sub tub will have a binder in it with all the 

information necessary for them to get through the day. The tub will have the supplies that they 

need in order to have a successful day. In the binder will also be a list of the classroom 

information such as policies and procedures they will need. It will also contain the student 

information they need to be aware of. I will also have “Sub Tickets” for the substitute teachers to 

give to the students who are on their best behaviors. The students will be aware of these tickets 

and there will be a small prize available for them when I return such as a sucker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I also need to make sure that I have my things organized in the classroom. I will make sure to 

have a place to separate the things I need to grade, copy, and file. I will also have all my 
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classroom supplies organized in one location so that it is easy for me to find. To be prepared for 

events throughout the month, I will also have a calendar available for my students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix I: Posters around the room 
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 One of the ways that I will remind my students about the procedures around the 

classroom is by having posters around the room. These posters will be used as a reference for the 

students to use when they need to remember how to do procedures.  
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 In addition to the procedures and expectations posters that I will have around the 

classroom, I will have some of my Love and Logic phrases posted. I will use these as reminders 

for myself.  
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